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THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OP 
GODSTONE. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  1946. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE . 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances 
of  the  Rural  District  in  the  year  1943. 

The  Report  is  drawn  up  generally  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  is  confined  to  a brief 
statement  of  the  work  performed  by  the  public  health  services  of  the 
area  in  the  year  under  review.  For  ease  of  reference,  the  required 
information  is  presented  mainly  in  tabular  form. 

The  statistical  particulars  for  the  year  are,  on  the  whole, 
satisfactory,  and  compare  very  favourably  with  any  previously 
recorded  in  the  area  and  with  those  for  England  and  Wales.  One 
noteworthy  feature  ia  the  exceptionally  low  incidence  of  acute 
infectious  illness,  including  measles,  which  assumed  epidemic  prevalence 
in  adjoining  sanitary  districts.  New  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis 
wore  not  more  numerous  than  usual,  but  there  was  a very  marked  increase 
in  the  prevalence  of  non- respiratory  forms  of  the  disease:  th  increase 
was  confined  to  females,  particularly  those  in  adolescence  and  early 
middle  age,  and  is  not  readily  explained,  though  it  may  partly  be 
accounted  for  by  the  relatively  largo  number  of  cases  coming  into  the 
district  after  being  formally  notified  elsewhere. 

The  birth  ro.te  for  the  year  was  much  lower  than  in  1947,  the 
reduction  being  accompanied  by  a sharp  decline  in  mortality  amongst 
new-born  infants  and  in  the  proportion  registered  as  still-born:  no 
mortality  was  ascribed  to  puerperal  infection  or  other  maternal  causes. 
Illegitimate  births  formed  5.2  per  cent,  of  the  total,  as  compared  with 
an  annual  average  of  8.4  per  cent,  in  the  preceding  four  years. 
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The  unadjusted  death  rate  for  the  year  was  10. Z per 
thousand  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  11.5  in  1947  and  in 
1946.  Deaths  from  diseases  of  the  heart  md  circulatory  system 
(including'  affections  of  the  blood-vessels  of  the  brain)  accounted 
for  roughly  40.0  per  cent,  of  the  total  from  all  causes,  thus 
making  rather  less  than  their  usual  contribution  to  the  death  rate. 

The  proportion  of  the  total  attributed  to  cancer  and  malignant 
disease  was  precisely  the  same  as  in  1947,  and  approximates  closely 
to  the  mortality  experienced  from  this  cause  in  communities  with  a 
sex  and  age-group  constitution  similar  to  that  of  the  Rural  District. 
The  death  rate  for  tuberculosis  was  higher  than  in  the  previous  year, 
but  is  still  appreciably  lower  than  that  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

The  numbers  of  deaths  ascribed  to  other  specified  causes  correspond 
fairly  closely  with  those  observed  in  the  past,  and  do  not  indicate 
unusual  or  excessive  mortality  from  any  particular  cause  or  significant 
association  with  special  conditions  of  occupation  or  environment. 

There  are,  however,  many  factors  closely  related  to  health 
and  general  well-being  that  are  not  reflected  in  official  returns  of 
notifiable  illness  and  mortality  and  are  not,  therefore,  capable  of 
measurement  by  statistical  methods.  This  applies  with  some  force 
to  the  physical  and  mental  stress  which  is,  in  many  cases,  almost 
inseparable  from  inadequate  or  otherwise  unsatisfactory  housing 
accommodation.  The  influence  and  importance  of  these  factors  are 
to  some  extent  revealed  by  the  number  and  nature  of  medical  certificate 
furnished  in  support  of  applications  for  re-housing.  It  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  say  that  the  most  urgent  public  health  problem  in  the 
Rural  District,  as  in  most  other  areas,  is  the  provision  of  suitable 
and  sufficient  housing  accommodation  for  everyone  in  need  of  it.  In 
this  matter  the  Public  Health  Department  is  rendering  all  possible 
assistance  to  the  Housing  Committee  and  to  the  Housing  Manager  by 
investigating  and  reporting  upon  the  environment  and,  where,  appro- 
priate, the  medical  circumstances  of  applicants,  and  by  securing  a 
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reasonp'^le  stan  lord  of  fitness  of  dwellings  already  occupied. 

With  regard  to  the  personal  health  services  available  in 
the  area,  the  outstanding  event  of  the  year  was  the  coming  into 
force  of  the  National  Health  ServiceAct,  and  the  delegation  to 
Divisional  Health  Sub-committees  of  the  day  to  day  administration 
of  functions  relating  to  the  care  of  mothers  and  young  children, 
health  visiting,  immunisation  and  vaccination,  the  supply  of 
domestic  help  to  cases  of  illness,  maternity,  old  age  and  infirmity 
and  the  prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after-care.  The  boundaries 
of  the  Southern  Division,  in  which  the  Rural  District  of  Godstone  is 
included,  co-incide  with  those  of  the  area  previously  defined  for 
divisional  educational  and  school  health  functions.  Apart  from 
administrativ  convenience,  this  arrangement  should  ensure  the 
closest  poseiole  measure  of  continuity  and  co-ordination  of  the 
activities  of  the  two  groups  of  personal  health  services.  There  is 
ample  reason  to  believe  that  the  new  system,  when  fully  in  operation, 
will  prove  to  be  efficient  and  satisfactory  in  practice. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
consideration  extended  to  me  throughout  the  year  by  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  and  to  acknowledge  my 
ii  debtedness  to  Mr.  A.H.  Sewell,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his 
willing  and  valuable  assistance  and  close  co-operation  in  all  matters 
relating  to  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Thomas  H.  Bingham, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


August,  1949. 
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SECTION  I. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS, 


Area  (Land  and  Inland  Water)  in  acres  52,507 

Population  at  Census,  1931  25,866 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  resident 
civilian  population  at  mid-year,  1948  31,190 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of 
1948,  according  to  the  Rate  Books  8,646 

Rateable  Value  (1948)  £319,878 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £1,266 


TABLE  I. 


The  area  and  population  at  the  1931  Census  of  the  various 
Parishes  comprising  the  Rural  District,  and  the  rateable  value  of 
each  Parish  at  the  end  of  1948,  are  as  follows 


i 

PARISHES 

- 

AREA  IN 
ACRES 

[*■"■■■  " ‘ " ■-  - 

RATEABLE  VALUE 
END  OP  1948 

r 

CENSUS  POPULATION 

OP  PARISHES  - AS 
RE-CONSTITUTED. 

; 

1 

j Bletchingley 

| 

5,813 

£26,742 

2,461 

| Bur stow 

4,750 

£23,757  • 

1,905 

Chelsham 

2,703 

£10,968 

1,209 

Crowhurst 

2,119 

£2,134 

303 

Godstone 

5,670 

£36,315 

3,102 

Horne 

3,932 

£9,273 

852 

Limpsfield 

4,673 

£48,778 

3,167 

Lingfield 

9,239 

£53,137 

5,214 

Nut fie Id 

3,390 

£24,051 

2,030 

Oxted 

3,658 

£66,240 

3,799 

Tandridge 

3,267 

£7,745 

736 

Tatsf ield 

1,304 

£9,022 

925 

Titsey 

1,989 

£1,716 

163 

TOTALS 

52,507 

£319,878 

25,866 
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TABLE  2, 


EXTRACTS  PROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births;  - 


Legitimate  Males  245  Females 

221 

Total 

466 

Illegitimate  " 15  " 

11 

tf 

26 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population;- 

15.7 

Do.  1947 

17.6 

Do.  for  the  five  years  1943  to  1947 

16.9 

Still  Births:- 

Legitimate  Males  4 Females 

3 

Total 

7 

Illegitimate  " 0 " 

0 

11 

0 • 

Rate  per  1,  .00  total  births:- 

14.0 

Do.  1947 

28.  9 

Deaths  (nett):- 

Males  169  Females 

154 

Total 

323 

Do.  1947  " 169  " 

182 

tf 

351 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population;- 

10.3 

Do.  1947 

11.5 

Do,  for  the  five  years  1943  to  1947. 

11.7 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes;- 

Puerperal  sepsis 

Mil 

Other  maternal  causes 

Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year:- 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

20.3 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births 

21.4 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births 

0 

Deaths  from;- 

Cancer  (all  ages) 

52 

Measles  (all  ages) 

1 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

» ' 

Nil 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

1 
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TABLE  3 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH  IN  THE  GODSTONE  RURAL  DISTRICT  DURING  1948. 


Male  j 

Pemale 

Total 

1.  Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

° ! 

0 

0 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

° 1 

0 

0 

3.  Scarlet  fever 

0 

1 

0 

0 

4.  Whooping  cough 

0 

0 

0 

5 . Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

6 

3 

9 

7 . Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

1 

1 

2 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases 

2 

2 

4 

9.  Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

10.  Measles 

1 

0 

1 

11.  Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio- 
encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

12.  Acute  infective  encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

13.  Cancer  of  bucal  cavity  and  oesophagus 

1 

0 

1 

14.  Cancer  c f uterus 

0 

0 

0 

15.  Cancer  cf  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

16.  Cancer  of  breast 

0 

2 

2 

17 . Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

28 

18 

46 

18.  Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

19.  Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

12 

29 

41 

20.  Heart  disease 

41 

39 

80 

21.  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

5 

9 

14 

22.  Bronchitis 

5 

4 

9 

23.  Pheumonia 

13 

2 

15 

24.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

4 

7 

25.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duedenum 

4 

1 

5 

26.  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

0 

1 

1 

27 . Appendicitis 

0 

0 

0 

28.  Other  digestive  diseases 

4 

3 

7 

29  . Nephritis 

3 

2 

5 

30.  Puerperal  & post-abortion  sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

31.  Other  maternal  causes 

0 

0 

0 

32.  Premature  birth 

0 

2 

2 

33.  Congenital  malformation,  birth  injury 
and  infantile  diseases 

3 

2 

. ' | 
l 

34.  Suicide 

4 

3 

7 i 

35.  Road  traffic  accidents 

1 

2 

3 

t 

36.  Other  violent  causes 

7 

7 

14 

37.  All  other  causes 

22 

! 16 

w 

CD 

) 

c 

TOTALS 

169 

154 

323  j 
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Birth  rates,  Civilian  Death  Rates 
and  Analysis  of  Mortality  in  the  year  1948. 


(8) 


i 


■ 


TABLE  5 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 
NOTIFIED  IN  THE  GODSTONE  RURAL  DISTRICT 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1948. 


+ All  forms. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY'S  DISTRICT  HOSPITAL 
( INFECTIOUS  DISEASES )~ 


Fifty-eight  cases  of  infectious  illness  were  admitted  to  the 
Caterham  and  Gcdstone  Joint  Isolation  Hospital.  These  included 
twenty-three  occurring  in  the  G-odstone  Rural  District,  twenty-seven 
in  the  Urban  District  of  Caterham  and  Warlingham  and  eight  in  other 
areas. 


particulars  of  admissions  are  as  follows :- 


GODSTONE  DISTRICT. 

CATERHAM  DISTRICT. 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

16 

Measles 

6 

Measles 

1 

Tonsillitis 

1 

Tonsillitis 

1 

Vincent 1 s Angina 

1 

Vincent's  Angina 

1 

Mumps 

4 

Mumps 

4 

Diphtheria 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

Meningitis 

1 

Other  Diseases 

3 

Other  Diseases 

2 

Total 

23 

Total 

27 

OTHER 

AREAS. 

Diphtheria 

1 

Horley  Military  Hospital 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

Sanderstead 

Measles 

4 

Redhill 

Mumps 

1 

_ !» 

Glandular  Fever 

1 

_ It 

Total 

8 

Under  the  new  system  of  hospital  administration  in  the  second  half 
of  the  year,  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring  in  the  Rural  District 
were  not  infrequently  sent  to  isolation  hospitals  in  other  parts  of  the 
County.  There  was,  on  occasion,  delay  and  difficulty  in  securing  the 
prompt  admission  to  hospital  of  infectious  patients;  this  could  scarcely 
be  avoided  in  view  of  the  drastic  changes  introduced  by  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  and  the  inevitable  imperfections  in  organisation 
during  the  early  stages  of  operation  of  the  new  system.  The  isolation 
of  the  infectious  sick,  however,  is  a very  imprtant  measure  in  the 
control  of  spread,  of  infection,  which  is  essentially  the  duty  of  the 
Local  Sanitary  Authority,  and  it  is  greatly  regretted  that  District 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  have  been  largely  deprived  of  the  powers  they 
formerly  exercised  in  relation  to  the  hospitalisation  of  cases  of 
infectious  disease. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


The  numbers  of  children  artificially  immunised  against 


diphtheria  during  the  year  are  as  follows 


Under  5 years 


332 


5 to  15  years 


73 


Total 


405 


Reinforcing  doses  of  diphtheria  prophylactic  were  given  to  173 
persons,  most  of  whom  were  school  entrants  who  had  completed  a course 
of  immunisation  three  or  four  years  previously. 

Prom  the  records  available  in  the  Public  Health  Department  it  is 
estimated  that  at  least  45.0  per  cent,  of  children  under  the  age  of 
five  years,  and  35.0  per  cent,  of  those  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
fifteen  years,  have  been  artificially  immunised  against  diphtheria. 
These  records  are,  unfortunately,  incomplete  in  as  far  as  they  relate 
to  children  immunised  by  their  private  doctors  prior  to  5th  July,  1948, 
but  there  is  ample  reason  to  believe  that  the  proportion  of  immunised 
children  in  each  group  is  very  much  greater  than  that  estimated. 

This  is  certainly  true  in  the  case  of  primary  and  secondary  school  .. 
children;  a review  of  the  immunisation  history  of  all  school  children 
in  the  area  disclosed  the  fact  that  some  70  to  75  jjer  cent,  have 
already  completed  a full  course  of  immunisation,  and  a substantial 
proportion  have  had  subsequent  or  reinforcing  inoculations. 

The  immuni u.tion  state  of  the  child  population  of  the  area,is, 
however,  capable  of  very  great  improvement,  and  the  Health  Visitors 
have  intensified  their  efforts  to  secure  the  protection  of  all  infants 
shortly  before  or  after  their  first  birthday.  Arrangements  are  well 
in  hand  for  the  initial  or  subsequent  treatment,  where  appropriate, 
of  school  children  who  are  found  to  be  inadequately  protected. 
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TABLE  7. 


NEW  CASES  OP  TUBERCULOSIS,  AND  ALL  DEATHS  PROM  THE 
DISEASE  IN  THE  AREA  DURING  1948, 

CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  AGE,  SEX  .END  TYPE  OF  DISEASE, 


1 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

AGE  PERIODS 

Re  spiratory 

j 

Non- 

j Respiratory 

| Respiratory 

i Non- 

1 Respiratory 

i 

M. 

. . _ 

P 

M. 

P. 

M. 

j P. 

1 

r 

M. 

P. 

Under  1 year 

• 

I 

1 

- 

I 

i 

1 

i 

- 

1-5  years 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

5-15  years 

2 

- 

1 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15-25  years 

4. 

3 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

25-35  years 

1 

8 

T 

5 

2 

2 

- 

- 

35-45  years 

3 

1 

2 

- 

- 

1 

45-55  years 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

55-65  years 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

65  & upwards 

- 

1 

j 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

14 

12 

4 

17 

6 

3 

1 

1 

TOTALS  1947 

1 

16 

13 



1 

1 

3 ! 



3 

3 

- 

J 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


With  the  exception  of  the  Parish  of  Tatsfield,  which  obtains 
its  supply  from  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board,  the  whole  of  the 
Rural • District  is  supplied  by  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company. 

The  water  is  derived  from  deep  borings  in  the  chalk,  and  is 
softened,  chlorinated  and  de- chlorinated  before  distribution  to 
consumers. 

The  supply  was  adequate  in  quantity  throughout  the  year. 

The  quality  of  the  water,  as  revealed  by  chemical  and  bacterio- 
logical examination  at  regular  intervals,  was  invariably 
reported  to  be  satisfactory.  No  action  was  necessary  in  respect 
of  any  form  of  contamination. 

Samples  of  the  water  before  and  after  treatment  are 
submitted  monthly  for  bacteriological  examination,  under  private 
arrangements  made  by  the  East  Surrey  Water  Company.  In  addition 
samples  of  the  treated  water  are  examined  chemically  and 
bacteriologioally  about  forty  times  a year,  under  a rota  system 
arranged  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  districts 
supplied  by  the  Company:  samples  are  taken  in  each  district 
at  stated  times,  and  the  Analyst’s  reports  are  circulated  to  all 
the  districts  concerned. 

The  estimated  number  of  dwelling-houses  in  each  Parish 
supplied  from  the  public  water  mains  (direct  to  houses  and  by 
means  of  stand-pipes),  wells  and  rain-water  tanks  are  set  out 
in  Table  8.  The  population  supplied  under  each  heading  is  shown 
in  brackets. 
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TABLE  8. 


DIRECT  TO  , 

STAND 

WELLS  i 

— T 

RAIN  WATER 

HOUSES 

! 

PIPES 

j 

i 

TANKS 

Bletchingley 

1 

789 

16 

6 

(2561) 

(64) 

(24) 

Bur stow 

773 

7 

| 

(2509) 

(28) 

i 

1 

Che 1 sham 

77 

1 

(269) 

(4) 

Crowhurst 

95 

4 

(332) 

(16) 

Gods tone 

1157 

12 

11 

(4228) 

(48) 

(44) 

Horne 

388 

6 

6 

(1252) 

(24) 

(24) 

Limpsf ield 

997 

2 

(3588) 

(8) 

1 

i 

j Lingfield 

1574 

10 

7 

(58 96) 

(40) 

(28) 

Nutfield 

548 

17 

(1918) 

(68) 

Oxted 

1573 

3 

(6003) 

(12) 

Tandridge 

247 

4 

2 

(864) 

(16) 

(5) 

Tatsf ield 

290 

70 

(880) 

(280) 

Titsey 

44 

2 

(150) 

(8) 

1 

j 

TOTALS 

855 2 

70 

46 

70 

i 

(30,446) 

(280) 

(181) 

(280) 

DRAINAGE  & SEWERAGE. 

During  1948  three  sewer  extensions  were  carried  out  at:- 

Plough  Road,  Dormansland, 

King’s  Cross  Lane,  South  Nutfield,  and 
Westlands  Way,  Oxted. 

The  number  of  houses  connected  thereto  totalled  44. 
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SECTION  II 


(SANITARY  INSPECTION) 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MR.  A.  H.  SEWELL,  M.R.San.I. . M.S.I.A, 

General  Inspections  1,175 

Re-inspections  578 

Inspections  unrer  Housing  nets  121 

Re-inspections  474 

Rural  Housirv  'urvey  - No,  of  inspections  9 65 

Drainage  Inspections  223 

Inspections  of  Slaughter  Houses  43 

Inspections  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  236 

Total  number  of  Samples  of  Milk  taken 

(a)  Satisfactory  53 

(b^  Unsatisfactory  23 

(c)  Biological  Examination 

Negative  7 6 

School  Milk  Samples  : - 

(a)  Satisfactory  34 

(b)  Unsatisfactory  17 

(c)  Biological  Examination 

Negative  51 

Inspection  of  Bakehouses  28 

Inspection;-  of  Food  Premises  102 

Inspections  of  Factories  and  Workshops  40 

Inspections  of  Tents,  Vans,  etc,  52 

Inspections  under  Petroleum  Acts  and  Regulations  21 

Drains  water  tested  84 

Notices  served 

(a)  Informal  249 

(b)  Statutory  41 

Complaints  received  298 

Samples  of  Drinking  water  tested  5 

Samples  of  drinking  water  submitted  for  Bacterial  and/ on 

Chemical  Analysis  28 

Disinfection  cl'  premises  27 

Complaints  of  Lot  Infestations  received  and 

inve  £.  t iga  1 3 d 104 

Rat  Infestations  dealt  with  by  Public  Health 

Department  89 


(16) 


' ■ ■ ■■  ' 


' 


' 


' 


■ 


. \ 


. 


‘ 


■ 


* » 

. 

* 


> 


' 


« i 


SUMMARY  OF  REPAIRS . 


Carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health 

Department  during  the  year  1948  as  a result  of  Notices  served. 

TABLE  9 . 

Dirty  Houses  cleansed  and  limewashed  37 

Houses  to  which: - 

Internal  repairs  to  plaster,  etc. , executed  41 

Ventilation  and  lighting  improved  11 

Defective  windows  repaired  32 

Dampness  in  walls  remedied  25 

Dampness  in  floors  remedied  4 

Defective  roofs  repaired  31 

Firegrates  repaired  or  supplied  7 

Cooking  ranges  repaired  or  supplied  11 

Sinks  repaired  or  supplied  9 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  14 

Rain  water  pipes  repaired  18 

Eaves  gutters  provided  and  repaired  26 

Floors  repaired  or  relaid  14 

Yard  paving  provided  or  repaired  3 

Drains  repaired  9 

Drains  laid  69 

Choked  drains  opened  and  cleansed  14 

Cesspools  cleansed  566 

New  sanitary  dustbins  provided  43 

Flushing  cisterns  to  W.C.s  repaired  or  supplied  16 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  abated  53 

Defective  coppers  repaired  7 

Food  store  provided  or  repaired  3 

Cesspools  abolished  and  drainage  connected 

to  sewer  3 

Cesspools  provided  6 

Septic  tanks  and  filter  beds  provided  8 

Water  service  pipes  repaired  6 

Water  service  laid  on  5 

Overflow  from  cesspools  cut  off  6 

Underfloor  ventilation  provided  4 

Defective  'walls  repaired  13 

Staircases  repaired  6 

Weather  boards  to  doors  provided  8 

Defective  chimneys  repaired  5 

Pail  closet  structures  repaired  5 

W.  C.  pans  provided  12 

Premises  disinfested  15 

W.C,  structures  repaired  14 

Defective  doors  renewed  and  repaired  10 

Overcrowding  abated  2 

Surfs ce  water  drains  provided  or  repaired  3 

Rat  infestations  dealth  with  89 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

New  or  improved  drainage  provided  5 

New  cowsheds  constructed  1 

Yards  improved  4 

Light  and  ventilation  improved  1 

Cooling  dairies  improved  1 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed  3 
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SECTION  III. 


HOUSING. 
TABLE  10. 


1 . Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  1948, 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Fublic  Health  or  Housing 


Acts).  291 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  54-1 

(ii)(a)  Number  of  dwel ling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (i)  which  were  inspected  & recorded 

under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations 

1925  and  1932.  71 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose.  183 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  7 


(iv)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

ref erred  t o under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 

not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation.  127 

2 . Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  wi thout  Serv ice  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  its  Officers  56 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9.  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(i)  Number  of  dwel ling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  33 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  by  owners  24- 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  NIL 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act  : 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  8 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  by  owners  8 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  defaul : of  owners  NIL 
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C.  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936. 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  orders  were  made  NIL 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  orders  NIL 

(iii)  Number  of  undertakings  not  to  relet  7 

Windermere  Cottages,  Dormansland  (2) 

Haxted  Mill  Cottages,  Haxted  (2) 

Homers  Cottages,  Biindley  Heath  (3) 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  NIL 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered 
fib  NIL 

4.  Rural  Housing  Survey. 


(a)  Number  of  houses  inspected  963 

(b)  Number  of  houses  placed  in  the  various 
categories  :- 


Category  1 = 468 
Category  2 = 162 
Category  3 = 267 
Category  4 = 32 
Category  5 = 36 


The  Survey  is  now  nearing  completion  and  during  the  year  a total 
of  965  houses  were  visited  and  detailed  inspections  made  and  recorded. 
As  in  the  previous  year  the  householders  visited  co-operated  with  the 
Inspector  and  this  proved  a great  help  in  compiling  the  necessary 
information  required  to  make  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  a comprehensive 
and  complete  record  of  housing  conditions  within  the  Rural  District. 
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SECTION  IV, 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


The  factories  on  the  Register  of  the  Local  Authority  are 
as  follows  : - 


TABLE  11.  . 


Mechanical 

Power 


Non- 

Mechanical 

Power 


Total 


Agricultural  Engineers  3 
Aircraft  Repairs  1 
Bakeries  10 
Boot  Repairing  3 
Brass  Finishing  1 
Brick  Making  7 
Builders  2 
Cabinet  Makers  1 
Cake  Making  0 
Carpenters  1 
Chemical  Mahufactorers  1 
Cigarette  Factory  1 
Cleaners  and  I)yers  1 
Coach  Builders  1 
Cycle  Repairers  1 
Dressmaking  1 
Electrical  Engineering  0 
Engineers  1 
Firewood  Cutting  1 
Flour  Milling  4 
Fullers  Earth  Works  2 
French  Chalk  Grinders  1 
Gas  Works  2 
Jewellers  0 
Joinery  3 
Laundries  1 
Letterpress  Printers  0 
Light  Engineering  Works  2 
Millinery  0 
Milk  Separating  0 
Motor  Repairers  18 
Plumbers  0 
Portable  Buildings  1 
Printers  2 
Projection  Room  1 
Corn  Provenders  1 
Saddlery  0 
Sawmills  - 4 
Stonemason  0 
Smithies  1 
Tile  and  Concrete  2 
Tailoring  0 
Upholstery  1 
Van  Builders  0 
Yi/heelwrights  1 


0 

0 

6 

2 

0 

0 

11 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

3 
6 
0 
0 
1 
0 
6 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
1 

4 
0 

5 
0 
1 
0 


3 

1 

16 

5 
1 
7 

13 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

3 
2 
1 
1 

4 
2 
1 
2 

3 

6 
7 
0 
2 
1 
0 

24 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 
1 

5 
2 
5 
1 
1 
1 


84  62  146 
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The  following  Table  indicating  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year 
1948  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of  factories,  is  submitted  in 
accordance  with  Section  128  of  the  Act  :- 

INSPECTI1NS, 


Number 

Number  of 

i 

1 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

- . 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

1.  Factories  in  which  Section 
1,2, 3, 4 & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

Authorities 

46 

20 

5 

! 

] 

Nil 

2,  Factories  not  included  in  1, 
to  which  Section  7 applies 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local 
Authorities  (Transfer  of 
Enforcement  Order,  1938) 

(b)  Others 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3.  Other  Premises  under  the 

Act  (excluding  outworkers’ 
premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL 

46 

20 

5 

Nil 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


' 

• 

Number 

of  cases  in  which 
were  found 

defects 

Number  of  j 
cases  in 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  ■ By  H.M. 
Inspector,  Inspector 

which  pros- 
ecutions 
were  inst- 
ituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l,) 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding  ( S, 2) 

Nil 

Nil 

t! 

ft 

H | 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3) 

„ 

ft 

11 

11 

II 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage 

n 

!! 

ft 

rt 

II 

of  floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Convenience s(S. 7) 

ft 

tf 

ft 

tt 

tf 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defect- 

1 

1 

ft 

tt 

tf 

ive 

Nil 

Nil 

It 

tt 

tt 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

ft 

it 

It 

Other  Offences  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

Nil 

Nil 

tf 

tt 

ft 

TOTAL 

3 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

j 
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OUTWORK  (Section  110  and  111). 

One  list  of  outworkers  was  received.  This  related  to 
six  persons  all  engaged  on  the  manuf acture  of  lampshades.  Home 
conditions  in  each  case  were  satisfactory  and  there  was  no 
evidence  of  work  being  carried  out  in  unwholesome  premises. 

FIRE  PRECAUTIONS  (Section  34). 

Factory  premises  coming  within  the  definition  of  Section 
34  Factories  Act,  1937,  were  inspected  and  in  a number  of  cases 
modification  and  improvement  to  the  existing  means  of  escape  were 
required. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

The  register  of  shops  has  now  been  brought  up  to  date,  the 
information  obtained  has  been  duly  recorded  for  future  reference, 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

Refuse  collected  during  the  year  amounted  to  approximately 
70  tons  per  week  or  some  3,600  tons  per  annum. 

A considerable  percentage  of  the  refuse  is  combustible 
material  and  organic  matter.  If  only  householders  would  burn  and 
compost  this  refuse  it  would  greatly  ease  the  cost  of  collection  and 
help  to  promote  more  efficiency  in  the  removal  and  disposal  of 
indestructible  material. 

The  whole  of  the  refuse  is  taken  to  Taylor’s  Sandpit,  Godstone, 
where  it  is  raked  and  spread  and  after  a dusting  with  powder  contain- 
ing a 10%  content  of  D.D. T.  it  is  covered  with  sand  and  earth. 

Rat  infestations  at  the  tip  are  practically  unknown,  but  when 
evidence  of  rat  activity  is  found,  immediate  steps  are  taken  to  treat 
the  tip  in  accordance  with  procedure  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of 
Food,  Infestation  Branch. 
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CESSPOOL  CLEANSING. 


SALVAGE  COLLECTION. 


SECTION  V. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

The  Surrey  County  Council  is  the  Authority  responsible  for 
the  sampling  of  foodstuffs,  and  the  * -11 owing  list  is  a record  of 
the  samples  and  action  taken  within  the  Godstone  Rural  District. 

In  addition  a return  of  the  samples  Submitted  and  analysed  through- 
our  the  County  for  1948,  is  appended. 


SAMPLES  AND  ACTION  TAKEN 
WITHIN  THE 

GODSTONE  RURAL DISTRICT. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


RETURN  OF  SAMPLES  ANALYSED  DURING  YEAR  1948. 


Adulterated 

or  : 1 

i 

! 

analysed 

Irregular 

Prose-  j 

Articles 

!cutions  iConvictions 

In- 

In- 

i ! 

Formal 

: f ormal 

• Total 

Formal  formal 

i 

Total  ! 

RATIONED  FOOD: 

.Milk 

i 

' 1137 

i 

387 

1 

. 1524  | 

j 

i 121 

20 

141 

i 6 

i 

4 + 

Bacon 

3 

! 3 

1 

| 

Butter 

: 

3 

3; 

! 

! 

Cheese 

3 

3 

i 

Confectionery 

1 

1 3 

4! 

i . 

i 

Cooking  Fat 

.1 

3 

4' 

1 

. 

Margarine 

! 3 

3 

1 

! 

Meat 

2 

2 

; 

1 

| 

Sugar 

4 

3 

7 

Tea 

2 

2 

■ 

j 

• 

! 

i 

OTHER  FOOD: 

i 

1 

1 

i 

1 

Almond  Flour  Substitute 

1 

1 

! 

| 

Almond  Oil 

2 

2 

Baking  Powder 

2 

2 

i 

j 

Biscuits 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Black  Pudding 

1 

1 

1 

1 

.../Mixture 

Cake, Pudding  etc. 

3 

3 

i 

3 

3 

6 

1 

i 

Chocolate  Spread 

3 

4 

i 

Chutney 

1 

1 

Cocoa 

1 

1 

Coffee 

1 

4 

5 

1 

Coffee  Essence 

1 

1 

| 

Coffee  Extract 

3 

1 

4 

Coffee  & Chicory  Extract 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Colouring  & Flavouring 

4 

4 

j 

Cooking  Oil  & Emulsion 

1, 

4 

5 

i 

! 

Dried  Eggs  1 

i, 

1 

1 

i 

• 

Dried  Milk 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

Effervescing  Powder 

4! 

3 

7 

3 

1 

4 

j Fish  Cakes 

2 ! 

1 

2 

i 

Fish  Paste 

2 

2 

Flour  & Flour  Mixtures 
Fruit  Drink,  Powder  and 

2 i 

2 ! 

* 

j 

! 

Crystals 

3 ; 

15 

18 

i 

1 

1 

Fruit  Malt  Syrup  1 

1 

1 

j 

Fruit  Pectin 

i 

1 

. 1 

! 

Gelatine 

i! 

3 

4 

1 

1 i 

Ice  Cream  1 

M 

4 

1 

Icing  & Icing  Sugar 

3 

1 i 

4 

2 

1 

3 

Jam  ! 

12 

4 : 

16 

3 

3 ; 

Malt  Food  Beverage  - j 

1 

1 

j 

> 

Meat, Cooked  & Prepared  ! 

j 

6 

6 

Meat  Extract 

3 

3 

| 

Meat  Paste 

1 

6 ; 

6 

1 

Meat  Pie 

2I 

■ 

2 

Minced  Beef  Sandwiches  j 

| 

1 

1 

Mineral  Oil  ! 

2! 

3 

5 

2 

2 

4 

Mustard  ! 

j 

2 ' 

i 

; 

2 

! 

i 

' 

Carried  Forward 

1195 

i 

495  ! 

— 

1690 

1 

133 

; 

159 

6 

I 

| 

( 1 Case  dismissed 

under  Probation  of  Offenders 

Act. 

( 1 Other  Case  pending. 
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i 

Analysed 

Adulterated 

or  j 

. Irregular 

; Prose-  , j 

Articles 

ITT=“ 

, 

1 

TR=— 

cutions 

1 Convictions 

' Formal 

(formal ; Total 

Formal 

formal 

Total' 

4 

Brought  forward 

1 1195 

T 

! 495 

: 1690 

4,3 

26 

159 

r 

6 

Other  Food,  continued 

I 

j| 

Olive  Oil 

4 

i 5 

1 9' 

1 

1 

} 

j- 

Pepper  (Tablets 

i 

3 

3 

i 

[ 

: 

Saccharin  & Sweetening 

! i 

i 4 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

! 1 

Sage  & Onion  Stuffing 

2 

i 2 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Salad  Cream  & Dressing 

i 

i 9 

1 10; 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Salt 

1 2 

i 1 

I 31 

1 

1 

2 j 

1 

Sauce  & Ketchup 

9 

! 5 

14 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Sausage  Meat 

i 20 

1 

! 21 

2 

1 

3 

Sausage  Rolls 

j 1 

j 

i 1, 

i 

1 

Sausages 

5 

i 10 

19' 

1 

1 

Soft  Drinks 

! 15 

10 

25' 

! 

Soup 

i 

2 

2 

i 

Soya  Flour 

2 

2; 

• 

S 

Spirits 

17 

15 

32| 

i 1 

1 

1 

1 

Syrup 

i 

1 

l! 

i 

1 

1 

Tea  Seed  Oil 

i 

2 

2! 

i 

i 

Vinegar 

2 

15 

!7ji  1 

5 

6 

Wheat  Embryo 

j 

1 

1 

White  Pudding 

i 

4 

M 

I 

Wine 

\ 

3 

3 

! 

Wine  Cocktail 

! l 

1 

i 

| 

DRUGS: 

| 

i 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

i 

4 

4 

1 

Borax,  Powdered 

j 

1 

1! 

! 

Camphorated  Oil 

1 

1 

Citric  Acid 

i 

1 

11 

! 

Cold, Cough  & 

j 

i ! 

Influenza  Mixture 

l 

5 

6 ! 

1 

1 

2 ! 

Cough  Linctus  & Syrup 

6 

61 

i 

j 

1 

1 ! 

Elastic  Emergency 

! 

! 

i j 

1 

Dressing 

j 

1 

1 

1 

Epsom  Salts 

i 

1 

1 

1 

i 1 

Friars  Balsam 

i 

2 

2 

1 

Fullers  Earth 

. 

1 

1 

i 

i 

Glycerine 

2 

2 

1 

j 

! 

1 

Glycerine , Artificial 

! 

1 

1! 

1 

1 

1 ! 

Hair  Tonic 

i 

1 

li 

1 

Hydrogen  Peroxide 

! 

1 

1 

! 

i 

j 

Liquid  Paraffin 

3 

7 

10 

2 

2 

1 j 

1 

Mentholated  Balsam 

1 , 

1 

! ! 

Nerve  Sedative  & Tonic 

1 

2 

' 3! 

i 

1 

1 i 1 

Petroleum  Jelly 

| 

1 

1 

i | 

Sedative  Tablets 

i 

1 | 

1! 

i ! 

Seidlitz  Powder 

1 

6 

6! 

1 

1 1 • ; 

1 1 1 

Sulphur  Ointment 

! 

■ i : 

l! 

! 

i i j 

Thoat  Tablets 

1 

l| 

! i ! 

least  Tablets 

| 

1 | 

li 

j ; 1 

Zinc  & Castor  Oil  Cream 

X 

1 1 

i 

i 

x| 
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TOTALS 

1282 

640 

) 

1922! 

' 144 

42 

186  j 

; 1 
9 ' 

NOTE:  There  were  also  two  prosecutions  in  respect  of  the  wilful  obstruction  of 

a Sampling  Officer  in  the  execution  of  his  duties.  These  concerned  an 
attempt  to  procure  certain  samples  of  milk.  The  dairy  farmer  was 
convicted  and  the  case  against  his  cowman  was  dismissed  under  the 
Probation  of  Offenders  Act, 
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ICE  CREAM. 


Some  33  persons  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream 
from  premises  approved  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Two  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
ice-cream  and  are  equipped  with  modern  plant  for  the  purpose. 

Samples  are  taken  at  regular  intervals  throughout  the 
season  and  no  sample  has  ever  been  below  Grade  3 and  the 
majority  are  consistently  in  Grades  1 and  2. 


SECTION  VI. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  were  122  wholesale  cowkeepers,  93  retail  cowkeepers 
and  21  milk  purveyors  on  the  register  on  31st  December,  1948. 

Of  these  45  were  licensed  by  the  Surrey  County  Council  as 
producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  and  34  as  producers  of 
Accredited  Milk. 

(b)  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

The  following  is  a brief  summary  of  food  stuffs  found  during 
the  year  1948  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  :- 


Meat 

977  lbs 

Fish 

1,010  lbs 

Vegetables 

23  lbs 

Cereals 

Nil. 

Fruit 

230  lbs 

Eggs 

1,417  (or 

Miscellaneous 

80  lbs 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  Government  Slaughterhouses  within  the  district, 
but  15  private  slaughterhouses  are  licensed  and  privately  owned 
pigs  are  taken  to  selected  premises  for  slaughter.  This  has  been 
encouraged  in  order  that  humane  slaughtering  by  properly  qualified 
persons  may  be  undertaken. 

There  is  one  licensed  Knacker's  Yard  at  Felbridge,  which  is 
inspected  at  regular  intervals  and  is  run,  in  the  main,  in  a satis- 
factory manner. 
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SECTION 


VII 


RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919 

AND 

INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943. 


Particulars  of  infestations  dealt  with  during  the  year  194-8 
and  of  the  methods  employed  are  summarised  in  Table  12.  The 
poisons  used  included  zinc  phosphide,  arsenic  and  red  squill, 
supplemented,  where  necessary,  by  traps  and  hydrogen  cyanide. 

It  is  estimated  that  a total  of  958  rats  were  destroyed  by  these 
means. 


TABLE  12. 


Number  of  complaints  received  from 
members  of  the  public  during  194-8 

Number  of  complaints  from  members  of  the 
public  investigated 

Number  found  not  to  be  infested 

Number  of  premises  found  to  be 
infested  as  a result  of  independent 
investigation 

Number  of  infested  premises  treated 
during  1948 

Number  of  infested  premises  successfully 
cleared  during  1.948 

Number  of  premises  which  required 
further  treatment 


Rats  Mice 

90  14 

79  14 

15 

24 

75  14 

71  14 

8 


Complaints  awaiting  investigation  at 
the  end  of  the  year  4 


During  1.948  further  sewer  tests  were  carried  out 
infestation  was  found  in  the  G-odstone  sewer  which  was 
dealt  with  by  the  Rodent  Officer. 


and  a minor 
effectively 
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